Children’s Ministry Committee Minutes
August 19, 2009

Our Vision: We will prepare our children to go out into the world as Christians.

Attendees:  Rachel Boeckenhauer; Wendy Noriega; Linda Smith- Gregory., Sunday School Superintendent; Lauren Balletto; Rev. Caressa Murray
Rev. Caressa Murray opened the meeting with prayer.

Ministry Area Updates:

BUDGET

· The team discussed and approved the proposed 2010 Children’s Ministry budget.  Caressa will submit the proposed budget to Mike Stearns, Finance, and John Dewey, Christian Nurture.

SUNDAY SCHOOL

· The roster of Sunday school teachers for Fall 2009 through Spring 2010 was discussed and approved.  Sunday school teachers to be approved at the next session meeting are: Tacy and Darren King, Lauren Balletto, Sarah Frey, Jim Magnant, Karen Rix, Freeman Gregory, and Wendy Noriega.  The team also brainstormed the names of additional teachers, substitutes and volunteers.  Names suggested were: Laura Shipman, Rachel Boeckenhauer, Shallon Barboza, Terrell McMillan, Sandra McAfee, Liz Loynes, Nancy Spivey and Tina Looney.  Cappi McNeill will lead our children in music two Sundays a month during the Sunday school hour.
FAMILY FELLOWSHIP

· The team discussed the need and desire for more family fellowship opportunities.  The attendance at the Second Saturday Nights this summer was sporadic but the team feels that it is worth continuing these fellowship nights at least through the fall to see if attendance picks up.  Lauren Balletto is interested in helping plan these events.  
· We reflected on the Church-wide Ice Cream Social that occurred August 8, and determined that there was quite a bit of miscommunication and several last minute adjustments that had to be made.  The parents and children that attended did have fun but the setup and focus of the event was not conducive for children and families.  If this event takes place in the future, there needs to be better communication, more appropriate allocation of space, and a more realistic timeline of events.  The team suggested organizing and leading a “Back to School” bash to take place after school starts on the grounds of the church.  This event could be done in conjunction with Rally Day and recommend scheduling it for after second service with a church-wide picnic.  

· Overall, the team agreed that we need to think creatively about future once a month family fellowship events.  Some suggestions were pool party and cookout, pizza and bowling or putt-putt after church.  
G.I.G.L. ( CHILDREN’S CHAPEL

· The team decided unanimously to end the program formerly known as GIGL (Growing in God’s Love).  Instead, beginning on Sunday, September 13, we will offer a new ministry called “Children’s Chapel” that will enable our children to encounter and worship God while being introduced to the meaning and actions of corporate worship.  Children’s Chapel is an engaging, child-friendly opportunity to learn about and experience worship.  Following the Children’s Sermon in the 11:00 worship service, children ages preschool four year olds to third grade are invited to attend Children’s Chapel in the Children’s Choir room in the Education Building.  At the close of their third grade year, children attending Children’s Chapel will “graduate” to worship in the Sanctuary.  Younger children are invited to childcare in the Nursery and in the two to three year old room in the Education Building.
· In conjunction with Sunday school, Children’s Ministry hopes to educate and prepare our children to understand and participate in worship.  Besides Children’s Chapel, our children will have the opportunity to learn how to use their Bible in second grade and learn about worship through the “Get Ready! Get Set! Worship” curriculum their third grade year during Sunday school.  We also hope to offer complementary classes for parents.   
RALLY DAY UPDATE
· Things are underway for Rally Day on Sunday, August 23.  Linda and Pastor Caressa went over plans for the morning with the team and solicited volunteers for various tasks.  

· In coordination with Rally Day there will be a “Blessing of the Backpacks” and Teacher Commissioning during both services. 

BIRTH TO THREE MINISTRY

· The Mommy and Me Group has been meeting throughout the summer with our best attendance in June.  Wendy Noriega and Pastor Caressa are conducting a survey to determine the best day, time, and details of this ministry.  The Mommy and Me Group will continue to meet weekly beginning on Saturday, 12 (pending results of the survey).  Wendy and Pastor Caressa have a list of fellowship, educational, and spiritual opportunities for our mothers and children.  
CHILDCARE
· The WPC Personnel Committee has hired James Kent (former childcare employee) to fill our vacant childcare worker spot.  

· A “Parent’s Shopping Day” is being offered on Saturday, August 22, from 9:00 a.m. to Noon.  
PARENTING CLASS

· Sandy Dwyer has agreed to co-lead a parenting Sunday school class using the curriculum “Active Parenting.”  Pastor Caressa is recruiting someone to co-lead this with Sandy.  Pastor Caressa will also orchestrate the schedule and serve as a substitute teacher. This class will be offered to parents of children beginning on Sunday, September 13, in the Parent’s Retreat room and promotion will begin immediately.  

All members of CMT were asked to prayerfully discern what area within children’s ministry they feel called to help lead, organize, and implement.  Cathy will follow up with this at our September meeting.
Meeting was closed with prayer by Rev. Caressa Murray.
Next Meeting is September 16, 2009. 

Respectfully Submitted by Rev. Caressa Murray                                                                                         

